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This position is only available through the Leading Edge Fellowship program. 
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ORGANIZATION DESCRIPTION 

 

The Institute for Diversity and Civic Life (IDCL) is a non-profit organization based in Austin, TX with a 

mission to create more inclusive public spaces through storytelling, research, and education. Our 

programs harness the power of stories to transform. We create platforms to amplify underrepresented 

voices, empower Texans to tell their stories on their own terms, and diversify the historical record. We 

work to bridge academic and public conversations, expand civic imaginations, build bridges across 

differences, and cultivate conversations about belonging and recognition. Our current programs focus on 

oral history and narrative work, including the Religions Texas oral history initiative, the Migration 

Narratives Project, and the #ThisTexan webcast series. We also conduct research and produce reports and 

curriculum guides related to religious and cultural diversity in Texas. Learn more at 

https://diversityandciviclife.org/  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Religions Texas is a digital public humanities initiative that explores Texas as a site of religious 

encounters and a meeting place for people and communities from diverse religious and cultural 

backgrounds. It catalyzes the power of stories to transform – to amplify underrepresented voices, 

empower Texans to tell their stories on their own terms, and diversify the historical record. 

The southern borderlands of the United States have become a focus of media and political rhetoric, yet 

this rhetoric often does not reflect the complex realities of life in the region. Texas has always been 

shaped by encounter and exchange among diverse cultural and religious groups. Over the last several 

decades, the state has experienced exponential growth in terms of its economy and population, which has 

further contributed to the creation of rich and varied religious and cultural landscapes. Currently, the state 

is home not only to the largest number of Evangelical Protestants, but also to one of the largest Muslim 

populations and the second largest Hindu population in the United States. Accordingly, the Religions 

Texas initiative documents the contours of the religious landscape of Texas and explores the varied ways 

in which encounters among religious and cultural differences shape identities, animate social movements, 

and form civic spaces. It preserves the memories, voices, experiences, and perspectives of Texans from 

the twentieth century through the present and centers on giving voice to untold stories. 

Religions Texas includes a digital archive of oral history interviews. By 2022, there will be close to 100 

interviews in the archive. The Leading Edge Fellow’s primary focus will be curating this archive to 

maximize public engagement with the Religions Texas initiative and support the public understanding of 

religious and cultural diversity in Texas. This will involve developing a multimedia exhibit and an 

accompanying curriculum guide through the application StoryMap. The fellow will also promote and 

disseminate these materials through blogging, social media, op-eds, or other forms of public scholarship. 
This is a full-time commitment for the fellowship year, including dedicated time for professional 

development activities.   

Project: Curating the Religions Texas Archive 

Organization: Institute for Diversity and Civic Life (IDCL) (Austin, TX) 

Location: Remote 

Stipend: $60,000 per year, plus health insurance and professional 

development funding 

Start Date: September 2021 

https://diversityandciviclife.org/


This position is only available through the Leading Edge Fellowship program. 
You may not contact the host institution to inquire about this position. 

Responsibilities and tasks: 

• Work closely with the Executive Director and key staff members to review, analyze, and curate 

the Religions Texas oral history archive 

• In collaboration with IDCL staff, plan and produce a multimedia web exhibit that will create 

conversations between interviews, highlight themes and topics, and foster public engagement 

with archival materials 

• Plan and produce an accompanying curriculum or discussion guide that will support public 

understanding of religious and cultural diversity in Texas 

• Drawing from religious studies, historical, sociological, and pedagogical scholarship, gather 

additional research or content for the multimedia exhibit and curriculum guide as needed 

• Promote and disseminate the exhibit to stakeholders and a public audience through blogging, 

social media, op-eds, or other forms of promotional writing or public scholarship.  

• Assist in assessing and identifying next steps, including funding proposals, for the Religions 

Texas initiative. 

 

Qualifications:  

• PhD in any field of the humanities or humanistic social sciences. Read more about eligible fields 

here; 

• Excellent writing and research presentation skills; 

• Familiarity with tools of digital humanities, such as Omeka and StoryMap, and/or comfort with 

learning new technologies; 

• Excellent project management and organizational skills and detail-oriented approach; 

• Interest in oral history, public narrative, public humanities, and the public understanding of 

religion; 

• Alignment with IDCL’s mission and values and the exercise of scholarship in service of equity. 

 

APPLICATIONS 

• Information on the Leading Edge Fellowship Program:  https://www.acls.org/Competitions-and-

Deadlines/Leading-Edge-Fellowships 

• All applications must be submitted through the ACLS Online Fellowship Application System 

(ofa.acls.org) 

• Application deadline: 9pm EDT, May 6, 2021 

https://www.acls.org/FAQ/Leading-Edge-Fellowships#ce9
https://www.acls.org/Competitions-and-Deadlines/Leading-Edge-Fellowships
https://www.acls.org/Competitions-and-Deadlines/Leading-Edge-Fellowships

